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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON
iN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WHATCOM

JOHN WEDEN II; JOHN PFARR and
JAMIE PFARR, d/b/a ZZOOMERS
SCOOTERS and BIKES, d/b/a
ZZOOMERS Il WAVE VENTURE
TOURS; SKAGITYAMKAW, INC,, a
Washington corporation, d/b/a SKAGIT
VALLEY YAMAHA/KAWASAKI; '
WILLIAM CAMERON; TIMOTHY
FISCHER; BRIAN MARBLE; RYAN
HARRIS; LEONARD MOEN and
LILLIAN SIGLE MOEN, D.V.M,;
NATIONAL MARINE
MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION
on behalf of the PERSONAL
WATERCRAFT INDUSTRY

)
;
)  NO. 96-2-00376-6
)

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
ASSOCIATION; and THE PORT OF )
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

DECLARATION OF-
Dr. JULIA PARRISH

LOFEZ,
| Petitioners,

V.'
SAN JUAN COUNTY acting through its
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, its
COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION
BOARD, and its SUPERINTENDENT
OF PARKS AND RECREATION,

Respondent.

I, Dr. Julia Parrish, make the following declaration under penalty of perjury

under the laws of the State of Washington. | am over the age of 18, corﬁpetent

to testify about the matters stated below, and make this declaration based on my

personal knowledge.
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1. | am a Professor of Zoology at the University of Washington and |
hold a Doctorate in Zoology from Duke University. | have taught' courses at the:
University for 3 years. |

2. My research has concentrated on Common Murres which may
spend several winter months in Puget Sound and the waters sun.'ounding the
San Juan ls!aﬁds. | have examined the effects of disturbance on predator/prey
re!ationsﬁips. and in particular, which types of disturbance impact reproductive
success and, ultimately, population size. | have conducted pilot research on the
use of sound to deter seabirds from gillnets. My work also includes arJ?!yz_fng
the er’fect§ of oil spills on seabird colonies and aiding the restoration of damaged
colonies.

3. San Juan County has good reason to be concerned over the effect
of Jetskis on the Islands’ bird colonies. The waters surrounding the San Juan
Islands are a haven for birds year round and an important wintering refuge for
many species. This area is critical to the health and reproduction of various
seabird populations, including Marbled Murre!ets, Commen Murres, Rhinoceros
Auklets, and several species of Cormorants and Sea Ducks.

4. Intreducing Jetskis to the San Juans creates a potential, serioﬁs
threat to the bird populétions using the marine habitats of the Islands. The
manueverability and shallow dratt of jetskis allow them access to a wider range

of habitat than other motorized boats. This poses a substantial threat to nestihg

colonies on the shorelines as well as birds on or near the water.

SAN JUAN COUNTY
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
DECLARATION OF DR. JULIA PARRISH - Page 2 350 COURT STREET - 2.0. BOX ~60

philip\pleading\sicdec?.doc FRIDAY dARBCR. ‘WA 98250

ESaY

- e




-

©w o \IIO) n W N

NNNNNNN—*—-\—L—*—LA—&-&—L—\
N B RRYNBRNRRRS 6o o o 8 @ N = 0O

5. The noise of a jetski is a significant threat. A jetski operating at 70

decibels is very loud and represents a potentially significant source of

disturbance, given that a jetski can approach quickly both nesting birds as well
as birds on the water, and can circle around an area increasing the duration of
the noise.

6.  The short term effect of sudden disturbance such as thé noise and
proximity of a jetski is a startle resﬁonse. Chronically startled birds may have
elevated corticosteriod levels which may depresse oiher hormones ih the bird,

including those necessary for reproduction. Disturbance during the winter

- requires birds to expend extra energy they may need to survive.

7. The long term effects of disturbance on seabird colonies include
moving away from the distrubed habitats, or, for those colonies which remain,
lower levels of reproduction and decreased population size.

8. In rhy opinion, San Juan County’s -ban on jetskis will promote the
health and success of the seabird populations in the area, and | sdpport the
County’s efforts to preserve its unique habitat.

“an
Signed this [ day of SETTEABL ., 1996.

y

_Dr%hﬂia' Pa:fish\//
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- WATERCRAFT INDUSTRY )
)
)
)
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)
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WHATCOM

JOHN WEDEN II; JOHN PFARR and
JAMIE PFARR, d/b/a ZZOOMERS
SCOOTERS and BIKES, d/b/a
ZZOOMERS Il WAVE VENTURE
TOURS; SKAGITYAMKAW, INC., a
Washington corporation, d/b/a SKAGIT
VALLEY YAMAHA/KAWASAKI;
WILLIAM CAMERON; TIMOTHY
FISCHER; BRIAN MARBLE; RYAN
HARRIS; LEONARD MOEN and
LILLIAN SIGLE MOEN, D.V.M;;
NATIONAL MARINE _
MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION
on behalf of the PERSONAL ‘

NO. 96-2-00376-6

'DECLARATION OF
DR. ROGER GENTRY

ASSOCIATION; and THE PORT OF
LOPEZ,

Petitioners,
V.
SAN JUAN COUNTY acting through its
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, its
COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION
BOARD, and its SUPERINTENDENT
OF PARKS AND RECREATION,

Respondent.

I, Dr. Roger Gentry, make the following declaration under penalty of
perjury under the laws of the State of Washington. | am over the age of 18,
competent to testify about the matters stated below, and make this declaration -

based on my personal knowledge.
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1. | | am a Research Wiidlife Biolegist with the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), National Marine Fisheries Service, ét the
National Marine Mammal Laboratory in Seattle, Washington. | have a Doctorate
in Biology/Animal Behavior, and | have worked at the Marine Mammal Lab for 22
years. |

2. | My primary area of research is in animal behavior with a secondary
concentration on éﬁousﬂ@, the effect of sounds on animails. | have primarily
studied seals, but have also researched Whales and Penguins. In the course of
my .research, | regularly consuit with biclogists and other scientists wﬁo do
considerable work in the San Juan Islands. i

3. Loudness and pitch alone are not accurate measures of whether a

sound is annoying. A sound becomes annoying to humans and marine

— " . — —————— e

mammals when it is unpredlctable and out of the control of the listener. For this

P e e S PRSI

‘reason, Jetskis have a high potential for creating sounds aversive to both

humans and marine mammals. 'Jetskis are designed to be highly maneuverable
énd to accelerate quickly,‘ which leads them to be operéted with frequent course
and speed changes. The unpredictability of these sounds is probably more
aversive than any single physical feature of the sound, such as its frequency or
absolute level. _Unpredictability affects the listener through deviation from the
listener's expectation (namely silence), and lack of contral over the sound being

-

produced.

- SAN JUAN COUNTY
DECLARATION OF DR. ROGER © PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
GENTRY- Page 2 350 COURT STREET  P.0. BOX 760
philip\nleading\sjcdecS.doc . FRIDAY HARBOR. WA 9820

3601 373-+101




-l

© 00 N OO g o N

—
o

11

4. It is my opinion that Jetskis pbse a substantial risk of noise and
visual disturbance to the marine mammais which reside in San Juan County.

5. Harbor seal. Jetskis would likely in"crease.the disturbance of harbor
seal colonies in Washington Sound. Harbor seals are primarily disturbed by
aerial signals and secondarily by underwater sound. At moiting and resting
areas, jetskis could shift the aétivity pattern from day to night, and possibly cause
abandonment of important sites. Di#urt_:?nces at nursery areas from late June
through August could break the mother-young bond and cause death of pups.
Nursing areas could be abandoned if disturbance is sustained. Numbers in the !
most frequently used areas would decrease first.

8. Harbor porpaise. Harbor porpoise would probably very quickly
abandon any area used even moderately by jetskis. Harbor porpoise are
primarily disturbed by underwater sound, and abandon areas where it occurs.
Furthermore, the behavior of jetskis (sudden changes in course and speed) is
the type of vessel movement that is most aversive to them. They can be -
expected to shift to quiet water areas. |

7. ' Killer whale. Because of their social structure, killer whales may be
more resilient to disturbanqe by jetskis than either harbor seal or harbor
porpoise. Nevertheless, at some level of disturbance, killer whales could begin
to avoid areas where noise and fast movement occur. As with harbor seals, they

would be expected to avoid areas of heaviest use first.
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8. Other_species. Because sea lions do not breed in Washington

'Sound they have tenuous attachments to the few land sites they use. They may

abandon these sites |f jetski traffic increases nearby. Mlnke and gray whales
have low frequency hearing and therefore may respond to movement of jetskis
on the surface more than to their sound. Both these whales and the northemn
elephant seal are re!ative!y slow swimmers, such that collisions Awith jetskis are
possible. .Dall's oomo:se, like harbor porpoise, have high frecuencv hearing, and
could mové to quieter waters. Fma!ly, the underwater sound of jetskis could
reduce the prey of marine rﬁammals to some unknown degree. In summary,
there are many routes by which the local marine mammal populations of
Waéhington Sound could be reduced by heavy jetski traffic.  The extent to which
these reductions actually will occur cannot be predicted closely. |
9. | support the ban on jetskis in San Juan County and the County’s

efforts to protect its unique marine environment.

Signed this {3 'day of Lot 1986

/jm,a;’%m

Dr. Rogef j’ientry ()
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